PRACTICAL PROSE READERS

any settled purpose. I walk about; not to and from. They
tell me, a certain cum dignitate air, that has been buried so
long with my other good parts, has begun to shoot forth
in my person. I grow into gentility perceptibly. When I
take up a newspaper, it is to read the state of the opera.
Opus operatum est. I have done all that I came into this
\yorld to do. I have worked task-work, and have the rest
of the day to myself.

EXERCISES
1.  Vocabulary. Lamb's vocabulary was wide and varied, with
a slightly archaic flavour.   These features can be seen in the
following list of his words. Use these in sentences of your own
composition:
transition; recurrence; durance; phantom; snatch; illumi-
nation ; thraldom; rigours; incapacity; crisis ; servitude;
imaginary; emancipation; legible; taxed; infirmity; awful;
formidable ; meritorious; expediency; munificent; felicity;
giddy; transient; tranquillity; hyperbole; cantle.
2.  Meanings. A certain oddity of phrase is another peculiarity
of Lamb's style. Express the following in simpler style:
(a)  The prospect of its recurrence made my durance
tolerable.
(b)  The wood had entered into my soul.
(c)  He went on to descant on the expediency of retiring at
a certain time of life.
(d)  I stammered out a bow.
(e)  I was in the condition of a prisoner in the old Bastille.
(/) To the footsteps of what toil-worn clerk are your ever-
lasting flints now vocal ?
(g) I indent the gayer flags of Pall Mall.
(h) What charm has washed that Ethiop white ?
(t) It is Lucretian pleasure to behold the poor drudges.
3.  Interpretation
(a)  Take the paragraph beginning," It is true I had " (p. 148).
(i) Rewrite it in shorter sentences and much more simply,
(ii) Give a title to your paragraph.
(iii) Write down two or three of what you think are Lamb's
peculiar phrases.
(b)  " My next ten years will be as long as any preceding
thirty," Show how Lamb works this out.